Skin & Coat Care Cases
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Golden Retriever
Case History:

Jonah is a big Golden Retriever and he was about 2 years of age when his owner started seeing flaky skin and a lusterless coat. Whenever his owner brushed Jonah, he came away with dry hair on the brush and small flakes of skin.
The Diagnosis:
Jonah's owner took him to the veterinarian who diagnosed him with dry skin and haircoat and advised that he be given a fatty acid supplement containing both Omega-3 and Omega-6 fatty acids. The problem was, unlike most goldens, Jonah was very fussy about what he ate. He refused to take pills, and if a liquid supplement were put onto his food, he would turn his nose up at it. 

Our Solution:
Our Healthy Coat Skin & Coat Tabs. This is a great skin supplement that has a liver flavor dogs just love. These daily tablets contain natural oils including borage, flaxseed, and fish oils to take care of dry skin and coat. 
The Outcome:
Jonah was on the Healthy Coat Skin & Coat Tabs for 8 weeks when his owner noticed that he wasn't getting flakes on the brush anymore, and his coat looked gorgeous. 
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Irish Setter 
Case History:

Mindy, a 12-year-old Irish Setter, has suffered from mild allergies all her life. In winter her skin was normal, but as soon as spring hit, she started scratching at her ears and then at her whole body. 
The Diagnosis:
When she was younger, Mindy had been diagnosed with mild allergies. She got a comprehensive plan from her veterinarian which included frequent bathing with an appropriate shampoo and a supplement that contained Omega-3 fatty acids, which her veterinarian recommended for inflammation due to her mild allergies. 
Our Solution:
Our Allergy Relief Kit, which contains Vitacaps®, Biotin, and Itch Stop Shampoo. Now her owner starts Mindy on Vitacaps 8-12 weeks before she anticipates Mindy will start scratching. It takes this amount of time for the full effects of the Omega-3 fatty acids to occur. Mindy is also bathed regularly with Itch Stop Shampoo, which contains the anti-itching medications Hydrocortisone and Lidocaine. 
The Outcome:
Mindy is a happy, healthy 12-year-old now, who only scratches once in a while. 
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Mixed Breed 
Case History (long hair, thick coat):

Harvey was one of the cutest canines Buffy saw when she picked him up at the pound. His age was unknown, but he was a young adult who was given up for adoption. "Skin issues every summer" was the only thing listed on the form. The shelter personnel said that Harvey came in with a huge infected hot spot, which took weeks to resolve, and that the previous owners said that was not uncommon. Since Buffy had previously owned dogs with skin problems, she knew she could deal with it. 
The Diagnosis:
When Buffy took Harvey in for a checkup at her favorite veterinarian, he was immediately diagnosed with moderate summer seasonal allergies. The veterinarian suggested Buffy put Harvey on a 
good Omega-3 supplement, and have him groomed and his hair cut shorter for the summer. He also advised that she should monitor him very closely for hot spots, so they could be treated while they were small, before they got out of control. 
Our Solution:
Doctors Foster and Smith Omega-3 Gel Caps, a super-concentrated source of Omega-3 fatty acids, which have been shown to improve inflammatory conditions and help to reduce the risk of skin changes that predispose a dog to hot spots.
The Outcome:
Harvey's skin cleared up within 10 weeks of starting fatty acid supplementation, and he has not had a hot spot since. 
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Schnauzer 
Case History (long hair, thick coat):

Betty, an 8-year-old Schnauzer, scratched and licked herself all the time. She started with her ears and ended with her tail. Her family was worried. They couldn't seem to ease her suffering, no matter what they did. It seemed Betty was always scratching, licking, chewing or biting at her skin. 
The Diagnosis:
Severe allergies. Betty's veterinarian saw the raised, scaly areas on the dog's skin, and the increased pigmentation that suggested severe, chronic allergies. She suggested taking Betty to a veterinary dermatologist to get her tested for allergies and start Omega-3 fatty acid supplementation along with an antioxidant/anti-inflammatory supplement until the fatty acids kicked in (about 6-10 weeks after beginning supplementation). 
Our Solution:
Healthy Coat Maximum Relief Allergy Kit, which contains our fast-acting Allergy Tabs with vitamins, bioflavonoids, and natural ingredients to help with the discomfort of allergies, plus our super-concentrated Omega-3 Gel Caps. These work together to help dogs with severe allergies. 
The Outcome:
Betty is doing fine now; her family is managing her allergies with the kit, she is getting frequent baths with hypoallergenic shampoo, and getting antihistamines prescribed by her veterinary dermatologist, who is monitoring her regularly. 


